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A baby black-chinned hummingbird takes his special formula from a catheter.

Golden-mantled ground squirrel happily sucking his warm formula.
Photos courtesy Wildcare Eastern Sierra

GUEst ColUmNist
Cindy Kamler

By Cindy Kamler

Baby season is the 
busiest time for wildlife 
rehabilitators. Nests fall 
down and can’t be put 
back; a single mother is 
killed; bird and mammal 
youngsters arrive in 
truck engines and nurs-
ery plant deliveries (par-
ents are left behind); 
individuals are separat-
ed from parents by 
encounters with cars, 
fishing line, dogs and 
cats. Staff, volunteers 
and foster moms must 
provide care for these 
babies – orphaned or 
injured – until they can 
fly, climb or swim and 
find, catch or hunt their 
natural foods or prey. 
They will then be ready 
for release into their 
wild, free lives.

 The primary demand 
is, of course, feeding 
these orphans. Birds, 
fortunately, only need 
feeding during daylight 
hours – a 12-hour peri-
od. Baby mammals, 
when very young, will 
need feeding at 2-3 hour 
intervals day and night.

Baby hummingbirds 
require a special formu-
la and need feeding 
every 20 minutes from 
dawn to dusk. 
Insectivores, such as 
Say’s Phoebes are fed 
insects such as meal and 
wax worms every 30 
minutes. Larger carnivo-
rous birds, such as 
Great Horned Owls, are 
fed mice or other meats 
only 2-3 times a day 
when very small; as they 
mature, feedings will 
decrease to once a day. 
Mallard ducklings are 
precocial. They hatch 
with eyes open, covered 
with down, and eat on 
their own after about 
two days.) They are very 
messy; their caging 
needs to be cleaned at 
least 4 times a day while 
being swum in a tub.

Baby mammals, 
depending on age and 
species, must be fed 
special formulas using a 
syringe or dropper. They 
are fed approximately 
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every 2-3 hours, includ-
ing during the night. 
Mammals must also be 
stimulated at each feed-
ing. (Mammal mothers 
lick each young babies’ 
genitalia to stimulate it 
to produce urine and 
fecal droppings.) They 
are slowly weaned from 
formula and begin to eat 
appropriate foods for 
their species. They also 
will learn necessary 
skills such as climbing 
or digging.

Golden-mantled 
Ground Squirrels, medi-
um-size rodents that eat 
pinyon nuts, seeds, fruit 
and plants. These 
orphans are fed (and 
stimulated) every three 
hours to start, weaned 
in about 8-9 weeks, 
released at 12.

Raccoons are intelli-
gent mammals that stay 
a long time with their 
Moms to learn necessary 
skills. Young orphans 
are fed five times a day, 
weaned at 12 weeks, 
released at about four 
months. Once eating on 
their own, they learn to 
catch crawdads and 
crickets, and practice 
climbing.

Cottontails are high-
stress animals who need 
quiet, slow handling. 
Their stress level 
increases as they grow 
older. We feed and stim-
ulate them 4-6 times/
day. They begin to eat 
on their own at about 10 
weeks and are released 
at four months. 

Orphaned birds are 
See WilDlifE E Page A-7 
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Young great horned Owls gets a drink of water before getting his mouse.

Introducing new hours!
Same Day Care
at The Rural Health Clinic

NORTHERN INYO HEALTHCARE DISTRICT
One Team. One Goal. Your Health.

Fo r  t h e  i m m e d i a te  c a r e  o f  n o n - l i f e  t h r e a te n i n g  i l l n e s s e s

To make a Same Day appointment, call
(760) 873-2849

Monday - Friday
8:30 am - 7 pm

Saturdays
8:30 am - 6 pm

New or existing patients welcome!

Jenni Figueroa, PA

Tammy O’Neill, PA

WOOF!

Here’s DOZER.

Save a life.
Adopt a shelter dog.

At first glance, you’d think this 
big hunk of love is as tough as 

they come. But underneath 
that brawny exterior is an 

absolute sweetheart.
Dozer enjoys going out for long walks and 

adventurous excursions. He’s keenly aware 
of his surroundings, yet maintains a mellow 
demeanor about him. Not one to pull, Dozer 

walks politely on-leash. This love bug prefers to 
be your one and only pet.

Visit Dozer – and others like him that are in search of 
their forever home – at the Inyo County 

Animal Shelter, located at 1001 County Road 
in Big Pine. For more information, call (760) 

938-2715 or visit www.facebook.com/
easternsierradogrescue.

wilDlife
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cared for by staff and 
volunteers at the Center. 
Mammals are fed by fos-
ter moms at home, 
because, in part, mam-
mals need night-time 
feedings and also, unlike 
birds, they need to bond 
with their “mom.”  

In the wild, once they 
begin to self-feed, birds 
must “fledge;” fly from 
the nest to the tree or 
ground where they prac-
tice flight skills and 
learn from parents 
where, what and how to 
find food. Flycatchers, 
for example, will need to 
catch insects in the air 
once their flight skills 
are good enough. 
Goldfinches only feed 
on seeds that are still on 
a plant. In rehabilitation, 
the birds are moved 

from smaller to bigger 
cages and then to appro-
priate flight cages as 
they learn.

Mammals species 
each need to acquire 
certain skills. They learn 
those in captivity by 
being in appropriate-
size caging where a spe-
cial environment, specif-
ic to that  species, is cre-
ated to enable them to 
get in condition.

Caretakers for these 
orphans must be trained 
in the skills of hand-
feeding with bottles or 
offer insects and other 
foods with a hemostat. 
They must learn to 
weigh the animals and 
birds to assess growth, 
and how to choose, fur-
nish and clean caging.

At times, there may 
be as many as 50 or 

more babies at the cen-
ter at a given time!

This detailed work is 
challenging and fatigu-
ing. But there is also a 
unique delight in watch-
ing these tiny creatures 
develop; to grow and 
learn. Much like watch-
ing a human infant 
grow, but, thank good-
ness,  the animals do it 
much faster! 

(Living with Wildlife is 
a program of Wildcare 
Eastern Sierra (formerly 
Eastern Sierra Wildlife 
Care) dedicated to help-
ing the people of the 
Eastern Sierra live in 
harmony with our wild 
neighbors. For further 
information, contact 
Executive Director Cindy 
Kamler at (760) 872-
1487.)

Where the 
council stops,  
no one knows
By Stacey Powells
Times Reporter

Council member Kirk 
Stapp was prevented from 
discussing questions he 
included on a document he 
handed out to council 
members, town staff and 
the press on Monday, June 
3, two days before the June 
5 Mammoth Lakes Town 
Council meeting. His docu-
ment entitled “… 2002A 
concerns and understand-
ing of Town’s recent TOT 
history” was to be addressed 
during the agenda item 
regarding a possible action 
allocating Transient 
Occupancy Revenue based 
on current and past politi-
cal commitments. Town 
Attorney, Andy Morris, said 
the questions were a viola-
tion of the Brown Act 
because Stapp handed the 
document separately to 
each council member. 

“There will be a need for 
extra dollars for the Parcel 
and there are the other 
costs,” said Stapp. “The 
town’s budget won’t be 
able to carry these things 
when they start to hit us, 
which is why I put that 
document together.” Below 
are the questions Stapp 
was not permitted to dis-
cuss at the June 5 town 
council meeting: 

1) When will the 
town staff provide cost 
estimates for development 
of the Parcel?

2) Does the Council 
want to consider a ski lift-
tax ballot to address the 

community and Mountain’s 
workforce housing short-
age? After all, MMSA is bus-
ing some of its workforce 
to Bishop to house them. 
(Doesn’t busing workers to 
Bishop accelerate climate 
change?)

3) If the Council pur-
sues a ballot initiative 
(increasing TOT from 13 
percent to 14 percent), 
when will it be agendized 
for Council discussion and 
action?

4) When will the 
Council prioritized its 
“Future Capital Municipal 
Projects”? For example, the 
Council is being asked June 
5 to fund a down-sized 
MUF using $3.9 million in 
general fund dollars with-
out any analysis of the 
impacts funding the MUF 
will have on funding for 
other projects, such as The 
Parcel, trash to Nevada, IT 
upgrades, the addition of 
three full-time staff, etc.  

5) Does the Council 
want to put on a ballot a 
2002A “Political 
Commitments” measure 
that aligns with Council’s 
historical commitments?

6) Why does the 
Town’s “housing element” 
include seasonal employee? 
How would a seasonal 
housing project pencil, 
given seasonal employees 
transition in and out of 
units?

Stapp said if it’s a one-
way communication it’s not 
a Brown Act violation. 
Morris disagreed. “Providing 
your thoughts outside 
council outside the packet 
is not permitted because 
council has access to your 
thoughts. If you provide 
something reflecting your 

thoughts to more than one 
council member outside of 
a council meeting, it’s a 
violation. “

Town Manager, Dan 
Holler, then went over the 
staff report which included 
where the TOT allocations 
were before the economy 
crashed 2008/2009, where 
the funds were allocated 
before and after the MLLH 
lawsuit, and where the TOT 
allocations are now - and 
could be - should council 
decide to recalibrate the 
funds.

“MLH was created to ful-
fill 2002A and for a long 
time that worked, said con-
stituent, Sandy Hogan. “We 
are worried about the 
money going back into the 
Town. I see the Town tak-
ing control again when the 
public said to create these 
organizations and let them 
operate. I see MLH having 
been strangled over the 
years and not being able to 
get out and do what needs 
to get done. They have 
basic administration costs 
covered but when they real-
ly need something they 
have to come back to the 
town and say, ‘Mother-
May-I’ and that is not 
okay.”

“MLH needs to be given 
the funds to be able to 
accomplish things. If you 
trust them, give them the 
funds so they can run with 
it,” said local, Tom Cage. 
“Don’t hobble any of the 
organizations. Let them do 
what they need to do.” Cage 
also stated that there hasn’t 
been any discussion on 
when The Parcel will get 
underway and that is a dis-
cussion that needs to hap-
pen as soon as possible. 

Mammoth Council 
mulls Parcel, more


